
LAND JUDGING AND HOMESITE 
EVALUATION IN FLORIDA 



What is it?  Local and State contest about making wise landuse decisions 
Who is it?  Middle and High School (both FFA and 4-H) 
Who oversees it? State Land Judging Committee 
Who guides it?  UF IFAS (Herbert  Brown  Ellis) 
More info? http://landjudging.ifas.ufl.edu (Edit: website changed to  
http://landjudging.org in February 2013) 
 

http://landjudging.ifas.ufl.edu/
http://landjudging.ifas.ufl.edu/
http://landjudging.org/


Who to contact? 
(see landjudging.org) 

• State Land Judging Committee (oversees 
contest) 

• Dr. Rex Ellis (Technical Lead) 

• Greg Means (registration, logistics, etc.) 

• Your local Soil and Water Conservation 
District and/or NRCS District 
Conservationist 



Local Contest 

• Must win your local contest to proceed to state. 

• SWCD/NRCS hosts local contests 

• If you have no local contest you would be the de 
facto winner of your contest but you must still 
participate in a local contest. 

• Contact your SWCD and/or NRCS for guidance, 
others may be planning this too! 

• Must be in good standing and official w/ FFA or 
4-H. 

• Ellis can help if you are confused. 
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Manual 

• Download the latest version of the landjudging 
manual. 

• Ellis has aimed to revise this for a while.  His 
plan is to do so for the 2015 contest and it 
would be completed before Fall 2014 

• There are several topics that are covered in 
general detail, but we need more specifics.  
Trainings on these specifics are being created 
and uploaded to landjudging.org 

• Example: determining depth to seasonal high 
water table. 
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Scorecards 

• The following slides are dated because 
we have a new scorecard.  

• Their content, however, is preserved in 
the new scorecard. 

• Will update this presentation shortly. 
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Soil Texture: 
How do you determine texture?  Feel 
the soil.  Practice with known samples. 

Slope: 
How do you determine slope?  Walk 
many slopes and calibrate yourself. 

Water Table: 
How do you determine depth to 
seasonal high water table?  Redox 
concentrations in sand, redox 
depletions in loam/clay 



Everything else is 
memorization and execution. 



In order of importance: 
1. Know the book, front to back, in and out.  They have it 

memorized  
2. Walk LOTS of slopes.  They can feel the slope just by 

walking it. 
3. Call water tables correctly. 
4. Know their soil textures. 
 

Winning Teams… 


