
Land Judging Score Card 

Part Two: Conservation Practices 









CLASS I: “…every year between cash crops…” 

Summer:  Row crop 

Winter:  Cover Crop 

Summer:  Row Crop 

Winter:  Cover Crop 

Summer:  Row Crop 

Winter:  Cover Crop 

Summer:  Row Crop 

Winter:  Cover Crop 



CLASS II: “…every other year…” 

Summer:  Row crop 

Winter:  Cover Crop 

Summer:  Cover Crop 

Winter:  Cover Crop 

Summer:  Row Crop 

Winter:  Cover Crop 

Summer:  Cover Crop 

Winter:  Cover Crop 



 

CLASS III: “…two years out of three…” 

  Summer:  Row crop 

Winter:  Cover Crop 

Summer:  Cover Crop 

Winter:  Cover Crop 

Summer:  Cover Crop 

Winter:  Cover Crop 

 



CLASS IV: “…three years out of four…” 

Summer:  Row crop 

Winter:  Cover Crop 

Summer:  Cover Crop 

Winter:  Cover Crop 

Summer:  Cover Crop 

Winter:  Cover Crop 

Summer:  Cover Crop 

Winter:  Cover Crop 















Most spodic horizons do NOT limit root growth, to my knowledge.  This rule 

could be confusing.  Look for changes to this. 







Number 27. Lime -- Apply agricultural limestone to reduce soil 

acidity (increase soil pH). Lime need is based upon the crop to be 

grown and soil test results. The interpretation of whether or not the 

crop will benefit from liming will be given on the conditions poster.  

 

Number 28. Nitrogen -- Nitrogen (N) fertilizer will almost always be 

needed for non-legume crops grown on mineral soils. Soil testing is 

not used for guiding N fertilizer recommendations in Florida. Mark N 

on the score card if the conditions poster lists N as deficient.  



Number 29. Phosphorus -- Addition of P fertilizer is a 

recommended practice when soil test levels are rated very low 

(soil test shows <10 ppm Mehlich-I extractable P in topsoil), low 

(10-15 ppm P), or medium (16-30 ppm P) (mark P on the score 

card); but is not recommended when the tests are rated high (31-

60 ppm P) or very high (>60 ppm P) (do not mark P on the score 

card). Florida soils range from very low to very high in P. Soil 

testing is a useful tool in determining the need for P fertilization.  

 

Number 30. Potassium -- Addition of K fertilizer is a 

recommended practice when soil test levels are very low (soil 

test shows <20 ppm Mehlich-I extractable K in topsoil), low (20-

35 ppm K), or medium (35-60 ppm K) (mark K on the score card); 

but is not usually recommended when tests are high (61-125 

ppm K) or very high (>125 ppm K) (do not mark K on the score 

card). Potassium leaches in sandy soils and thus must be 

managed differently on sands than on finer-textured soils. Build-

up of K is not practical on most Florida sands.  

See SL129 
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CONDITIONS OF FIELDS FOR LAND JUDGING  

FIELD NO. ________ 

 

Assume that the following interpretations of farm records and soil tests 

have been made for the crop to be grown: 

1. Thickness of the surface soil was ___________________. 

2. Other conditions are: 

  Base saturation = _______________. 

  Upslope water problem?______________. 

  Wind erosion hazard?_______________. 

  Range of depths to wet-season water table?______________. 

  Compaction problem?________________. 

  Gullies present?________________. 

  Other?______________________________________________ 

3. Pay no attention to current practices on this field. 

4. Consider the most intensive use of the land. 

5. The crop _____________ (will, will not) benefit from reduction of soil 

  acidity. 

6. Phosphorus soil test is rated as _____________________. 

7. Potassium soil test is rated as _____________________. 

8. The following nutrients will be deficient for the crop to be grown: 

 __________, __________, __________, __________, __________. 

Note: Items in red (bold) must be shown on conditions poster.  Items in green (not bold) may 

or may not be shown, at discretion of contest officials.   








